
Journal of Commercial Law Review
2024, VOL. 8, NO. 2, 22-29
DOI: 10.47297/wspjclrWSP2516-249703.20240802

Research on the Construction of the Rule of Law System for 
Foreign Relations from the Perspective of International Law
Bin Luo

School of Law, Guangzhou College of Commerce, Guangzhou, China, 511363

ABSTRACT
The construction of a legal system for foreign relations from the 
perspective of international law helps to enhance the application effect of 
international law in global governance, improve China's legal image in 
the international community, and achieve a balance between national 
interests and international obligations. To this end, the principles of 
comprehensiveness, transparency, impartiality, and interactivity should 
be followed, and bilateral and multilateral cooperation should be used to 
promote the coordination of the legal system, and the integration of 
international law and domestic law should be used to promote the 
consistency of the legal system. We should also enhance the efficiency 
and transparency of foreign legal practices through technological means, 
establish effective accountability mechanisms to strengthen the 
credibility of the legal system, and effectively promote the innovative 
construction of the legal system for foreign relations from the perspective 
of international law.
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1　Introduction

In today's rapidly globalizing world, international law has become an important framework for 
defining norms of international interaction and a key tool for shaping global governance structures. 
With the continuous increase in the complexity of international relations and the changing legal 
needs of the international community, it is particularly urgent for China to build an efficient legal 
system for foreign relations. The improvement of China's legal system for foreign relations not only 
guarantees the legitimacy of state actions, but also demonstrates the country's commitment to 
global responsibility. Therefore, examining the construction of China's rule of law system in foreign 
relations from the perspective of international law has profound theoretical and practical value in 
promoting equal and fair exchanges between nations. 

2　 The Value Implications of Building a Rule of Law System for Foreign Relations 
from the Perspective of International Law

2.1　 Helping to Enhance the Effectiveness of the Application of International Law in 
Global Governance

International law is not only a legal framework for the behavior of the international community, 
but also a key tool for dealing with cross-border issues and conflicts. Strengthening the rule of law 
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system in China's foreign relations will help to integrate the principles and norms of international 
law more deeply into the country's foreign policies and practical operations, thereby enhancing its 
influence and implementation efficiency on the international stage. On the one hand, the 
effectiveness of international law depends not only on its universally recognized authority, but also 
on the active practice and compliance of all countries towards it. Building a rule of law system 
consistent with international regulations in our country helps to create a more stable and 
predictable international legal environment; This effectively reduces international disputes, 
promotes equality and respect among countries, and enhances overall cooperation and peaceful 
development of the international community. On the other hand, with the increasing complexity of 
international relations, traditional bilateral or multilateral solutions alone are gradually becoming 
inadequate. Integrating the principles of international law into China's legal system can provide 
more effective legal means and solutions for emerging global issues such as climate change, 
cybersecurity, and international crime. The construction of the rule of law system in China's foreign 
relations is not only a part of foreign policy, but also an indispensable part of modernizing global 
governance, reflecting the country's sense of responsibility and spirit of cooperation on the 
international stage. Therefore, from the perspective of international law, the construction of China's 
rule of law system in foreign relations helps to strengthen the application of international law in 
global governance, enhance the practicality and authority of international law; It can also promote 
the development of international relations towards a more standardized and institutionalized 
direction through the rule of law, which plays an important role in promoting long-term stability 
and harmony in the international community.

2.2　Helping to Enhance China's Legal Image in the International Community

From the perspective of international law, deepening the rule of law system in foreign relations 
has significantly enhanced China's legal image in the international community. Following and 
implementing international law is a key element of a country's soft power, directly related to its 
reputation and influence on the international stage. China's integration of international legal norms 
and establishment of a legal system for foreign relations that is coordinated with international law 
not only demonstrates respect and support for international rules, but also establishes a positive 
image of compliance with the law, fairness, and upholding legal authority at the global level. On the 
one hand, with the deepening of globalization, the interdependence between countries is 
increasingly strengthened, and international legal disputes and cooperation have become more 
complex. In this context, the image of the rule of law in a country greatly affects its ability to attract 
foreign investment, promote trade cooperation, and negotiate in resolving international disputes. 
[1] Countries that actively protect international law and participate in the process of international 
rule of law are more likely to gain the trust and cooperation of the international community, and 
promote their extensive economic and social development. On the other hand, the application of 
international law is not limited to compliance with international agreements or treaties, and its 
profound impact and guiding role are also reflected in the adjustment and improvement of 
domestic legal systems. For example, China has incorporated international human rights and 
environmental standards into its domestic regulations, improving the country's level of rule of law 
and demonstrating its leadership and sense of responsibility in addressing key global issues on the 
global stage. The transparency and openness of such laws are key to building the image of 
international rule of law, and also strategic tools to enhance China's position on the international 
stage. From the perspective of international law, optimizing and strengthening the rule of law 
system in foreign relations can help enhance China's international voice and open up new 
opportunities for promoting the rule of law, fairness, and mutually beneficial cooperation globally.
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2.3　Helping Achieve a Balance Between National Interests and International Obligations

International law is a framework aimed at alleviating potential conflicts of interest between 
countries and ensuring harmony and stability in international relations. Under such a rule of law 
system, China actively fulfills its international responsibilities and obligations while pursuing its own 
interests. This dual function is the core value of international law. When China constructs a legal 
system for foreign relations, the guiding role of international law emphasizes the integration of 
legitimacy and rationality. Legitimacy guarantees that state actions comply with international law; 
Rationality is about a country allocating resources reasonably based on its specific situation, 
optimizing the realization of national interests without violating international obligations. When 
dealing with cross-border environmental or trade disputes, China needs to maintain economic 
development while also considering international environmental protection and fair trade 
standards. International law also provides mechanisms for resolving international disputes, such as 
international courts or arbitration institutions, enabling China to protect its national interests 
through legal means while fulfilling international obligations, thereby avoiding broader 
international tensions that may arise from political or military conflicts. In addition, the operation of 
international law is not only about balancing national interests and international obligations, but 
also provides a predictable and legally certain environment for state behavior, making it more 
standardized and transparent on the global stage. The foresight of this law plays an important role 
in maintaining international stability and preventing conflicts. It can be seen that building a rule of 
law system for foreign relations in China can ensure that domestic policies are in line with 
international regulations while complying with international law, enhancing strategic flexibility and 
policy coherence in complex international environments.

3　 Principles for Building the Rule of Law System in Foreign Relations from the 
Perspective of International Law

3.1　Comprehensiveness

The principle of comprehensiveness means that the construction of China's legal system for 
foreign relations should integrate the comprehensive application of international law in various 
fields, ensuring that China's foreign policies and actions are carried out under the comprehensive 
guidance of international law. China needs to embody the norms of international law in all its 
diplomatic actions, from trade to environmental protection, from human rights to the laws of the 
sea and war, without exception. In order to achieve the requirement of comprehensiveness, China 
should ensure full consideration and integration of all relevant fields of international law when 
building a rule of law system for foreign relations, especially by incorporating major international 
treaties and conventions into the domestic legal framework, and having a deep understanding and 
application of international law conventions and court precedents. [2] When China formulates new 
policies on marine resources,it must also comply with the relevant provisions of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea on marine environmental protection and maritime boundaries, in 
addition to considering economic interests.

3.2　Transparency

The principle of transparency emphasizes that governments should maintain openness, 
foresight, and a high degree of information disclosure in their foreign policies and international law 
practices. The principle of transparency affects the establishment of trust and cooperation efficiency 
between countries, as well as public understanding and support for government actions. Firstly, in 
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the construction of the rule of law system for foreign relations, the implementation of transparency 
requires China to publicly disclose the specific situation of its acceptance and implementation of 
international legal obligations, as well as how these obligations are integrated into China's rule of 
law system for foreign relations, especially the transparency of the signing and ratification process of 
international treaties. When China joins an international environmental agreement, it should 
publicly disclose the content of its commitments and clarify how these commitments are translated 
into specific domestic laws and policies, as well as the status and effectiveness of their 
implementation. Secondly, the principle of transparency also requires that in the application of 
international law in China, the decision-making process of all laws and policies must be as open as 
possible, especially the legislative, policy-making, and resolution of international disputes. A 
transparent processing mechanism can enhance China's credibility in the international community, 
reduce misunderstandings and mistrust, and thus improve the quality and effectiveness of 
international cooperation. Thirdly, the principle of transparency also emphasizes the need for the 
government to educate and popularize international law and foreign relations laws among citizens. 
China should enhance the public's basic understanding of international law, improve their ability to 
supervise the government's external legal actions, and strengthen the legitimacy and legality of 
government actions. The implementation of the principle of transparency is not only a 
manifestation of meeting international legal obligations, but also an important strategy for building 
and maintaining a country's international image and the foundation of international cooperation; It 
ensures the openness and controllability of China's policy formulation and implementation, 
providing important support for the construction of China's foreign legal system. [3]

3.3　Fairness

In the process of building a legal system for foreign relations, fairness requires China to adhere to 
fairness and non discrimination in all foreign related activities and policy-making. When formulating 
foreign-related laws and policies, it is necessary to consider the universal principles and standards of 
international law, and avoid deviating from these international standards due to domestic political 
or economic biases. When implementing trade policies or conducting international negotiations, 
China should consider both domestic and international interests, follow international fair trade 
rules, and avoid adopting protectionist measures that harm the legitimate rights and interests of 
other countries. The principle of impartiality also requires China to treat all domestic socio-
economic groups fairly when fulfilling international obligations. When incorporating international 
environmental agreements into domestic law, fair consideration should be given to the interests 
and responsibilities of all parties to ensure that legal enforcement does not cause injustice to certain 
groups. [4] The principle of impartiality is not only an ideal pursuit in the construction of China's 
legal system for foreign relations, but also a fundamental principle that must be followed in practical 
operations. It ensures the justice and legitimacy of state behavior and is the key to gaining 
international respect and cooperation. Adhering to fairness in all diplomatic and international legal 
practices will help China play a more active and stable role in the global governance system.

3.4　Interactivity

The principle of interactivity requires countries to resolve legal and policy differences through 
dialogue and consultation. When formulating and implementing foreign laws, China considers 
coordination and compatibility with the legal systems of other countries. Firstly, in the process of 
building a rule of law system for foreign relations, the principle of interactivity requires China to 
actively absorb the latest developments in international law and the legal practices of other 
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countries when formulating its own laws and policies. In addition to traditional international law 
categories such as international treaties and conventions, it also extends to emerging fields such as 
cybersecurity and data protection. For example, in today's increasingly global data flow, when 
formulating data protection regulations, China must consider compatibility with major trading 
partners and international standards to ensure that personal privacy is protected while not 
hindering international business and information exchange. In addition, the principle of interactivity 
also requires China to prioritize the use of legal means such as international arbitration and 
mediation to resolve international disputes and avoid unilateral actions. This demonstrates China's 
respect for the international rule of law and strengthens international norms for resolving issues 
through legal frameworks. Under the principle of interactivity, China should actively participate in 
the formulation of international law, and through cooperation in multilateral forums and 
international organizations, jointly explore and form widely recognized international legal 
standards. Meanwhile, interactivity is not limited to countries, but also includes cooperation 
between countries, international organizations, and non-governmental organizations. Faced with 
global issues such as climate change and human rights protection. China needs to engage in 
extensive interaction with the international community to jointly seek and implement solutions, in 
order to build an inclusive and highly enforceable international legal framework. It can be seen that 
in building a rule of law system for foreign relations, the principle of interactivity emphasizes the 
adaptability and coordination of the law, which can further promote the unity and cooperation of 
the international community. This helps to establish a more stable and coordinated international 
legal environment, promoting the unity and efficiency of laws in global governance.

4　 Strategies for Building a Rule of Law System in Foreign Relations from the 
Perspective of International Law

To actively promote the construction of a legal system for foreign relations from the perspective 
of international law, China needs to promote the coordination of the legal system through bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation, and promote the consistency of the legal system through the 
integration of international law and domestic law. By utilizing technological means to enhance the 
efficiency and transparency of foreign legal practices, and establishing effective accountability 
mechanisms to strengthen the credibility of the legal system, we can effectively promote the 
construction and innovation of the legal system for foreign relations from the perspective of 
international law.

4.1　To Promote the Coordination of the Legal System Through Bilateral and Multilateral 
Cooperation

When constructing the rule of law system for China's foreign relations within the framework of 
international law, bilateral and multilateral cooperation should be used to promote the coordination 
of the legal system. The cooperation covers interactions between countries in various legal fields, 
including treaty negotiations, implementation of international agreements, and negotiation and 
resolution of cross-border legal issues. [5] Firstly, establishing normalized bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation mechanisms is the foundation for promoting the coordination of the legal system. 
China can regularly discuss and resolve legal issues with other countries through bilateral talks, 
multilateral forums, international conferences, and other forms. China can exchange legal 
development, challenges, and experiences with other member countries through platforms such as 
international law organizations or regional legal cooperation organizations, identify commonalities 
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and differences, and jointly formulate solutions. Secondly, China needs to cultivate a professional 
team proficient in law and diplomacy to address complex issues in international law. These experts 
need to have a thorough understanding and rich practice of domestic and international laws to 
ensure the accurate application of international legal principles in the negotiation and 
implementation of international agreements, and to protect national rights and interests. In 
addition, to ensure the effectiveness of cooperation, China needs to establish monitoring and 
evaluation mechanisms, regularly review the implementation and effectiveness of cooperation 
agreements, ensure the quality of agreements, and make timely adjustments to identify and solve 
problems. In this way, China has strengthened mutual trust and cooperation with other countries at 
the legal and policy levels, thereby further promoting the development of global rule of law.

4.2　 To Promote the Consistency of the Legal System Through the Integration of 
International Law and Domestic Law

In building a legal system for foreign relations, China should effectively integrate international 
law with domestic law to ensure seamless coordination and operation between the two. Firstly, 
China needs to establish an efficient legal conversion mechanism to ensure that international 
treaties can be efficiently converted into domestic laws. Our country should optimize the legislative 
process, such as introducing international treaty content into domestic law through specific 
legislative measures, or formulating new domestic regulations to comply with the requirements of 
international treaties. Secondly, China needs to conduct a comprehensive review and adjustment of 
the current legal system to ensure compatibility with international law and eliminate conflicts with 
international treaties or conventions. [6] Finally, continuous interaction and cooperation with 
international organizations are also important aspects of strengthening the alignment between 
international law and domestic law. China should actively cooperate with international 
organizations such as the United Nations, timely obtain the latest trends and guidance in 
international law, adjust and update domestic laws, and ensure consistency and timeliness with 
international legal standards.

4.3　 To Enhance the Efficiency and Transparency of Foreign Legal Practices Through 
Technological Means

In the process of building a legal system for foreign relations in China, the use of technological 
means can greatly enhance the efficiency and transparency of legal practice, especially in handling 
cross-border legal affairs and international legal cooperation. The rapid development of information 
technology has provided advanced tools and methods for the application of international law and 
the construction of a foreign legal system, making China more efficient and transparent in 
implementing international law and managing foreign relations. Firstly, digital technology can be 
applied in China to optimize the management and storage of legal documents. China should 
establish a digital legal document management system to more effectively handle large legal 
documents, including international treaties, agreements, and legal exchange materials with other 
countries, thereby improving the speed and accuracy of document retrieval, and using encryption 
and security technologies to ensure the security and confidentiality of information. Second, China 
can introduce Internet and blockchain technology to enhance the transparency and traceability of 
international legal cooperation. For example, blockchain is used to record every modification and 
access to international legal documents, ensuring the integrity and tamper resistance of documents, 
so as to maintain the authenticity and credibility of international legal documents. Thirdly, China can 
apply artificial intelligence technology to improve the efficiency of international legal analysis and 
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judgment. China should train specialized algorithms to analyze historical cases, legal provisions, and 
international precedents, helping legal experts quickly find relevant cases and legal basis, and even 
predict the possible outcome of cases, thereby accelerating the legal decision-making process and 
improving the consistency and accuracy of decision-making. [7] Thirdly, China can also use 
technological means to promote online resolution of international disputes. China can establish an 
online dispute resolution platform to enable countries to quickly resolve cross-border legal disputes 
without being limited by geography and time. The video conferencing, real-time file sharing, and 
online mediation services provided by the platform greatly enhance the convenience and efficiency 
of international dispute resolution. Fourthly, China can also apply big data technology to monitor 
and analyze the implementation of international laws, gain insights into the effectiveness of 
international law enforcement both domestically and internationally, identify problems and 
challenges, and adjust foreign legal strategies and policies accordingly. As a result, China's 
application of technological means has enhanced the efficiency and transparency of legal practice, 
strengthened the ability and effectiveness of international cooperation, and made the foreign legal 
system more flexible to meet the needs of modern international relations.

4.4　To Establish an Effective Accountability Mechanism to Strengthen the Credibility of 

the Legal System

In building a legal system for foreign relations, China should establish an effective accountability 
mechanism to ensure transparency and a sense of responsibility in fulfilling international 
obligations, and enhance the credibility and stability of the legal system. Firstly, a supervisory 
system should be established for China's fulfillment of international obligations, responsible for 
monitoring the country's performance in fulfilling relevant international treaties. These institutions 
have the right to access all relevant government documents and information in order to evaluate 
and supervise the actions of government departments in implementing international law. Secondly, 
China should participate in international cooperation. China should actively participate in 
international supervision mechanisms such as the United Nations' peer review mechanism, accept 
evaluations from other countries, and also supervise the legal practices of other countries. Again, 
the accountability mechanism needs to include supervision of individual behavior. When 
implementing international decisions such as military or economic sanctions, the behavior of 
relevant individuals and institutions should be monitored to ensure compliance with international 
law. [8] At the same time, in order to strengthen accountability mechanisms, China should also 
establish an effective legal consequences system to ensure that violations of international law are 
promptly and fairly punished. Effective legal consequences can prevent future illegal behavior and 
are an important manifestation of fair handling of illegal activities. In addition, public participation 
also plays an important role in building effective accountability mechanisms. To ensure the 
transparency of policy formulation and international obligation implementation, China can hold 
public hearings or use online platforms to guide the public to supervise government actions and 
enhance the government's transparency and sense of responsibility.

5　Conclusion

From the perspective of international law, building a sound legal system for foreign relations in 
China can ensure the legitimacy of the country's foreign behavior and is also a manifestation of its 
responsibility and commitment in the international community. Through the construction of this 
system, China not only protects its own interests, but also promotes global peace and development 
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while fulfilling international obligations. Of course, in order to construct and maintain an effective 
legal system for foreign relations from the perspective of international law, China must continuously 
adjust and optimize the relationship between internal laws and international law, and promote the 
development of the legal system for foreign relations through cooperation and dialogue on the 
international stage. Although this process is full of challenges, it is also full of opportunities, which 
will help build a more just, stable, and harmonious international community and contribute to the 
common happiness of all mankind.
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